
Unveiling the Truth: "The Big Conservation
Lie" by John Mbaria
In the realm of environmental conservation, a profound exposé has
emerged, challenging long-held beliefs and sparking a heated debate. "The
Big Conservation Lie" by John Mbaria delves into the complexities of
modern conservation practices, unmasking their insidious consequences
and offering a compelling alternative.

The Myth of Pristine Wilderness

Mbaria begins by dismantling the myth of pristine wilderness. He argues
that the concept of untouched ecosystems is a romanticized illusion,
imposed upon the natural world by Western conservationists. In reality, he
asserts, human beings have always been an integral part of the planet's
ecosystems, shaping and influencing them through their activities.
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Citing historical and ethnographic evidence, Mbaria demonstrates how
indigenous communities in Africa and around the world have managed their
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environments sustainably for centuries, without the need for external
conservation organizations. He argues that by ignoring these traditional
practices and imposing Western models, modern conservation often
displaces local people and undermines their livelihoods.

Conservation as Colonialism

Mbaria further contends that conservation has become a form of neo-
colonialism, with Northern-based organizations exerting control over vast
tracts of land in the Global South. These organizations, he argues,
frequently operate with a paternalistic mindset, viewing local communities
as obstacles to conservation rather than partners.

Mbaria provides numerous examples of conservation projects that have
had devastating impacts on local communities. In Tanzania, the
establishment of Serengeti National Park led to the forced relocation of the
Maasai people, depriving them of their traditional grazing lands. In India,
the creation of tiger reserves resulted in the eviction of forest-dwelling
communities, fueling poverty and resentment.

The Commodification of Nature

Another troubling aspect of modern conservation, according to Mbaria, is
the commodification of nature. He argues that conservation has become a
lucrative industry, driven by the sale of safaris, ecotourism, and carbon
credits. This has led to a focus on charismatic megafauna at the expense
of less glamorous species and ecosystems.

Mbaria contends that the commodification of nature undermines the
intrinsic value of the natural world. It reduces biodiversity to a source of



economic exploitation, rather than a priceless heritage to be cherished and
protected for its own sake.

A Humane and Equitable Alternative

Despite the grim realities he exposes, Mbaria offers a hopeful alternative to
the current conservation paradigm. He calls for a conservation approach
that is humane, equitable, and grounded in the principles of mutual respect
and collaboration.

This alternative approach, which Mbaria terms "community-based
conservation," empowers local communities to manage their own
resources and benefit from conservation efforts. It recognizes the vital role
that indigenous knowledge and traditional practices play in sustainable
ecosystem management.

Mbaria provides numerous inspiring examples of community-based
conservation projects that have achieved remarkable results. In the Maasai
Mara ecosystem, the establishment of community conservancies has
allowed the Maasai to maintain their traditional grazing practices while
protecting wildlife and generating income through tourism.

"The Big Conservation Lie" is a groundbreaking work that challenges the
prevailing narratives surrounding modern conservation. It exposes the
flaws and injustices inherent in current practices and offers a compelling
alternative that prioritizes the rights and well-being of local communities.

Mbaria's meticulously researched and passionately argued book is
essential reading for anyone concerned about the future of our planet. It is



a powerful indictment of the status quo and a beacon of hope for a more
equitable and sustainable conservation model.

Free Download "The Big Conservation Lie" on Our Book Library
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