
The Life and Loss of Toronto's First Immigrant
Neighbourhood
In the heart of downtown Toronto, just steps from the iconic CN Tower, lies
a forgotten piece of the city's history. It is the site of Toronto's first immigrant
neighbourhood, once a vibrant and thriving community that is now a distant
memory.
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The neighbourhood was born in the late 19th century, as waves of
immigrants from Europe and Asia arrived in Toronto. They settled in the
area now known as St. Lawrence, a working-class neighbourhood just east
of the city centre. The immigrants brought with them their own languages,
cultures, and traditions, and they quickly established their own businesses
and institutions.

The neighbourhood was a melting pot of cultures, and it was home to a
diverse array of people from all walks of life. There were Jewish merchants,
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Italian grocers, Chinese laundrymen, and Ukrainian farmers. The streets
were filled with the sounds of different languages and the smells of exotic
foods.

The neighbourhood was also a centre of social and political activism. It was
home to the city's first labour unions and socialist organizations. The
residents of St. Lawrence fought for workers' rights, affordable housing,
and better living conditions.

But the neighbourhood's golden age was short-lived. In the early 20th
century, the city began to expand, and the land that St. Lawrence occupied
became increasingly valuable. Developers descended on the
neighbourhood, and they began to buy up the old buildings and replace
them with new, more expensive ones.

The immigrants who had made St. Lawrence their home were forced to
move out. They were displaced by a new wave of gentrifiers, who were
drawn to the neighbourhood's proximity to the city centre and its trendy
new restaurants and shops.

By the 1960s, the old St. Lawrence neighbourhood was gone. The
buildings had been demolished, and the streets had been renamed. The
only reminders of the neighbourhood's past were a few old churches and
synagogues.

Today, the site of Toronto's first immigrant neighbourhood is a parking lot. It
is a sad and empty space, but it is also a reminder of the city's forgotten
history. The story of St. Lawrence is a story of immigration, gentrification,
and displacement. It is a story that is relevant to Toronto today, as the city
continues to grapple with the challenges of immigration and urban renewal.



The People of St. Lawrence

The people of St. Lawrence were a diverse group, but they shared a
common experience: they were all immigrants who had come to Toronto in
search of a better life. They came from different countries, spoke different
languages, and had different cultures, but they were all united by their
shared experience of displacement.

One of the most famous residents of St. Lawrence was the labour leader
Luigi Antonini. Antonini was born in Italy in 1884, and he immigrated to
Canada in 1901. He worked as a tailor in St. Lawrence, and he became
involved in the labour movement. In 1912, he helped to organize the
Toronto Labourers' Union, and he later became the president of the Ontario
Federation of Labour.

Another notable resident of St. Lawrence was the writer Abraham Moses
Klein. Klein was born in Romania in 1909, and he immigrated to Canada in
1925. He lived in St. Lawrence for many years, and he wrote about the
neighbourhood in his novels and poems. Klein's work is known for its vivid
portrayal of immigrant life, and it is considered a classic of Canadian
literature.

The people of St. Lawrence were ordinary people, but they made a
significant contribution to the city of Toronto. They were the ones who built
the city's first factories and shops. They were the ones who fought for
workers' rights and social justice. And they were the ones who created the
vibrant and diverse community that was St. Lawrence.

The Loss of St. Lawrence



The loss of St. Lawrence was a tragedy for the city of Toronto. It was a loss
of a vibrant and diverse community, and it was a loss of a piece of the city's
history. The neighbourhood was a reminder of the city's immigrant roots,
and it was a symbol of the city's working-class past.

The loss of St. Lawrence was also a loss for the people who had made it
their home. They were forced to move out of the neighbourhood, and they
lost their sense of community. Many of them never recovered from the
experience.

The loss of St. Lawrence is a reminder of the dangers of gentrification.
Gentrification is the process by which a low-income neighbourhood is
transformed into a more affluent one. This process often leads to the
displacement of the original residents, and it can destroy the
neighbourhood's unique character.

The loss of St. Lawrence is also a reminder of the importance of preserving
our city's history. We need to remember the stories of the people who built
our city, and we need to protect the places that are important to our history.

The Legacy of St. Lawrence

The legacy of St. Lawrence is mixed. It is a story of both loss and hope.
The neighbourhood was lost, but the spirit of the people who lived there
lives on. The immigrants who made St. Lawrence their home helped to
build the city of Toronto, and their legacy continues to inspire us today.

We can learn a lot from the story of St. Lawrence. We can learn about the
importance of immigration, the dangers of gentrification, and the
importance of preserving our city's history. We can also learn about the



resilience of the human spirit. The people of St. Lawrence were forced to
move out of their neighbourhood, but they never lost their sense of
community. They continued to fight for their rights, and they continued to
build a better life for themselves and their families.

The legacy of St. Lawrence is a reminder that even in the face of adversity,
hope can prevail. The people of St. Lawrence showed us that anything is
possible if we work together. They are an inspiration to us all.
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