
Step by Step Guide: How to Draw Human
Portraits from Scratch and Master Human
Likeness
The human face is one of the most challenging and rewarding subjects to
draw. Capturing the likeness, emotions, and unique characteristics of a
person requires a keen eye, technical skill, and a deep understanding of
human anatomy.

This comprehensive guide will provide you with everything you need to
know to draw human portraits from scratch. Whether you're a complete
beginner or an experienced artist looking to improve your skills, this step-
by-step approach will help you master the art of portraiture.
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Before you can draw a human portrait, it's essential to have a basic
understanding of human anatomy. This chapter will cover:

The proportions of the human face

The major muscles and bones of the face

The different facial expressions

Chapter 2: Materials and Techniques

Choosing the right materials and techniques can significantly impact the
outcome of your portrait. This chapter will guide you through:

Selecting the appropriate pencils and paper

Understanding the different types of shading techniques

Creating realistic skin tones

Chapter 3: Drawing the Eyes

The eyes are the windows to the soul. In this chapter, you will learn how to
draw:

The shape and structure of the eyes

The different types of irises and pupils

How to capture the expression in the eyes

Chapter 4: Drawing the Nose

The nose is a complex feature that can vary greatly from person to person.
This chapter will show you how to draw:



The different shapes and sizes of noses

The highlights and shadows that create depth

How to avoid common mistakes when drawing noses

Chapter 5: Drawing the Mouth

The mouth is another key feature that conveys expression. This chapter will
teach you how to draw:

The different types of lips

The teeth and gums

How to create realistic shadows and highlights

Chapter 6: Drawing the Hair

Hair can be a challenging element to draw, but it can also add a lot of
character to a portrait. This chapter will cover:

The different types of hair textures

How to create volume and movement

Tips for drawing realistic hair

Chapter 7: Putting It All Together

Once you have mastered the individual features, you can begin putting
them all together to create a complete portrait. This chapter will guide you
through:

Combining the different elements of the face



Creating a sense of depth and realism

Finishing touches and final adjustments

Drawing human portraits is a rewarding and challenging endeavor. With
practice and dedication, you can master the art of capturing the likeness
and emotions of the human face. This guide has provided you with the
essential steps and techniques to get started. Remember to practice
regularly, experiment with different materials, and seek feedback to improve
your skills.
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Take Your Marketing Business Into The Next
Level
Are you ready to take your marketing business to the next level? If so,
then you need to read this guide. In this guide, you will learn everything...
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From Fourier to Cauchy-Riemann: Geometry Cornerstones is a
comprehensive and engaging guide to the fundamental principles of
geometry, with a special focus on the Fourier...
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