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John Guare's Six Degrees of Separation, a Pulitzer Prize-winning play first
staged in 1990, has captivated audiences with its intricate exploration of
identity, race, class, and the interconnectedness of humanity. Set in the
heart of New York City, the play delves into the lives of an affluent family
and the enigmatic stranger who shatters their carefully constructed
facades.

The Interplay of Identities

At the core of Six Degrees of Separation lies a profound examination of
personal identity. The characters navigate a complex web of assumptions
and projections, often veering between authenticity and deception. The
stranger, Paul, poses as the son of Sidney Poitier, a renowned actor,
initially exploiting this fabricated identity to gain access to the wealthy
Ouisa Kittredge.
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As the play progresses, the boundaries between truth and fiction blur. The
Kittredges, eager to be associated with a celebrity's son, willingly suspend
their disbelief. However, as Paul's fabrications unravel, the characters are
forced to confront their own vulnerabilities and prejudices. The play
questions the extent to which we truly know ourselves and others, and the
facades we erect to protect our fragile identities.

Race and Class Divides

Guare deftly interweaves themes of race and class into the play's narrative.
The Kittredges, a white upper-class family, initially welcome Paul with open
arms due to his supposed connection to Sidney Poitier, an African
American actor. However, as his deceit is revealed, their attitudes shift
dramatically. Their embrace of Paul as a symbol of diversity gives way to
fear and distance, exposing the deep-seated racial prejudices that lurk
beneath the surface.

Similarly, the play explores the economic divide between the wealthy
Kittredges and the homeless man, Hank. Paul's encounter with Hank
underscores the stark contrast between the privileged and the
marginalized, highlighting the social inequalities that divide society.

The Web of Human Connections

The title of the play refers to the theory of six degrees of separation, which
suggests that any two people can be connected through a chain of only six
acquaintances. This concept serves as a metaphor for the
interconnectedness of humanity. Guare weaves a tapestry of characters
who, despite their different backgrounds and circumstances, are ultimately
linked by a series of coincidences and shared experiences.



The play challenges the notion of strangers and fosters a sense of empathy
among audience members. It reminds us that we are all part of a vast and
complex web of relationships, and that our actions have far-reaching
consequences.

Unforgettable Characters

Six Degrees of Separation boasts a cast of unforgettable characters that
drive the narrative forward with their complexities and contradictions. Ouisa
Kittredge, a wealthy art dealer, is initially drawn to Paul's charm and
charisma. However, as his true nature is revealed, she struggles to
reconcile her initial beliefs with the reality.

Paul, the enigmatic stranger at the heart of the play, is a master
manipulator who weaves a web of lies to gain access to the Kittredges'
world. His motivations remain ambiguous, leaving the audience to grapple
with questions about his identity and intentions.

Flan Kitteredge, Ouisa's husband, is a successful lawyer who initially
dismisses Paul as an impostor. However, as the play progresses, he is
forced to confront his own prejudices and the emptiness of his materialistic
lifestyle.

Thought-Provoking Themes

Six Degrees of Separation raises a myriad of thought-provoking themes
that continue to resonate with audiences today:

The nature of identity and the fluidity of truth

The impact of race and class on human interactions



The interconnectedness of humanity

The consequences of deception and the search for authenticity

The complexities of relationships and the limits of empathy

Critical Acclaim and Adaptations

Six Degrees of Separation has garnered critical acclaim since its debut,
receiving numerous awards, including the Pulitzer Prize for Drama in 1991.
The play has been adapted into a successful film starring Will Smith and
Stockard Channing, as well as an opera by composer Michael Dellaira.

John Guare's Six Degrees of Separation is a profound and thought-
provoking masterpiece that explores the intricate web of human
connections. Its unforgettable characters, nuanced themes, and exploration
of identity have captivated audiences for decades. The play serves as a
reminder of the interconnectedness of humanity, the fragility of our facades,
and the enduring power of storytelling in shedding light on the complexities
of the human experience.

If you seek a theatrical journey that will challenge your assumptions,
provoke your thoughts, and stay with you long after the curtain falls, Six
Degrees of Separation is an essential experience.
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